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Licensing and certification
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The Licensing and Certification Command formulates
and enforces fire safety policies and regulations. The
command continues to support the Government’s
“Be the Smart Regulator Programme” to improve
business friendliness, efficiency and transparency
without compromising fire safety. It also proactively
steps up law enforcement actions against fire
hazards on licensed/registered premises including
restaurants, bars and karaoke establishments to
enhance their fire safety.

The command comprises nine functional divisions:
Policy Division, Dangerous Goods Legislation
Division, Dangerous Goods Control Division,
Dangerous Goods Enforcement Division, Fire Service
Installations Division, Fire Service Installations Task
Force, Ventilation Division, Licensing Division and
Licensing Authority Division.

The Policy Division administers and reviews legislation
and licensing policies, formulates procedural
instructions and guidelines on fire protection, and
handles legal and prosecution matters.

The Dangerous Goods Legislation Division
administers and reviews legislation and enforcement
policies under the Dangerous Goods Ordinance
and its subsidiary legislation. The division prepares
and updates the Code of Practice for Control of
Dangerous Goods on land.

The Dangerous Goods Control Division performs
regulatory control of dangerous goods on land
(excluding explosives and liquefied petroleum
gas and Class 9A dangerous goods). It deals with
the licensing of manufacture, storage and use of
dangerous goods, and administers the conversion of
licenses under the new legislative regime.

The Dangerous Goods Enforcement Division is
responsible for the licensing of dangerous goods
vehicles and timber stores, regulation of Class 9A
dangerous goods and processing of the applications
for pressure receptacles and approved persons. The
division also takes enforcement actions against fire
protection related offences.
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Dangerous goods store licences/timber store licences Dangerous goods vehicle licences
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Inspections and operations conducted by Dangerous Goods Enforcement Division
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Inspections and operations conducted by Anti-illicit Fuelling Activities Task Force
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The Anti-illicit Fuelling Activities Task
Force cracks down on illicit fuelling
activities by conducting inspections
and surprise operations.
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The Dangerous Goods Enforcement
Division has implemented the Mobile
Unit which helps promote relevant
information to the public.
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Assistant Director (Licensing &
Certification), Wong Ka-wing, Sam
(second right), holds an online
meeting with the industry.
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The Fire Service Installations Division carries out
acceptance inspections, to ensure that the fire
service installations and equipment (FSls) provided
for new buildings and various premises are up to the
prescribed standards and in efficient working order.

The Fire Service Installations Task Force handles
complaints about FSls in buildings, and monitors the
submission of Certificates of Fire Service Installations
and Equipment (FS251) and the performance of
registered FSI contractors.

The Ventilation Division provides support to
respective licensing agencies regarding the fire
safety of ventilating systems in establishments
such as restaurants, food premises, places of public
entertainment, hotels, guesthouses and clubs.

The Licensing Division offers advice to relevant
government authorities on fire safety measures
and the issuance of Fire Services Certificates/
compliance documents relating to the licensing and
registration of various types of licensed/registered
premises including food premises, places of public
entertainment, converted schools, child care centres,
massage establishments and drug dependent persons
treatment centres.

The Licensing Authority Division comprises officers
seconded to the Office of the Licensing Authority
(OLA) of the Home Affairs Department to assist
in matters relating to the licensing of hotels,
guesthouses, clubs, karaoke establishments and
bedspace apartments. With the onslaught of the
COVID-19 epidemic, the OLA has been assigned
to strictly enforce the Prevention and Control of
Disease Ordinance (Cap. 599) against respective
licensed premises.

Six FSD officers have been seconded to the Social
Welfare Department to offer fire safety advice on the
licensing of residential care homes for the elderly and
residential care homes for persons with disabilities.

The Private Columbaria Task Force assists the Private

Columbaria Licensing Board in the implementation of the
licensing scheme under the Private Columbaria Ordinance.
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Inspections conducted by Fire Services Installations Division
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Fire Service Installations Task Force
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Inspections conducted by Ventilation Division

33,838 &

RRERIRHITRIKE
Inspections conducted by Licensing Division

44,665 ¥

FRERESZSIRFITHKEMRELE
Licensing operations and enforcement operations
carried out by Licensing Authority Division
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Fire safety inspections conducted on residential care homes for the elderly
and residential care homes
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Inspections conducted by Private Columbaria Task Force
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Fire safety
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The Fire Safety Command draws up fire safety
policies and formulates fire safety measures for
buildings and mass transit systems. It devotes
enormous effort to enhancing public awareness of
fire safety, upgrading fire safety installations in old
buildings and vetting loan applications for fire safety
improvement works. The command comprises nine
functional divisions/units including three Building
Improvement Divisions, the Building Improvement
Strategy Office, the New Projects Division, the
Airport Expansion Project Division, the Railway
Development Strategy Division, the Support Division
and the Loan Scheme Supporting Team.

The Airport Expansion Project Division vets building
plans and FSI drawings, scrutinises fire engineering
reports and offers fire safety advice on airport
projects. The division also carries out FSI acceptance
inspections for the airport expansion projects to
ensure that the fire safety requirements imposed are
in compliance with the relevant regulations. Besides,
the FSI acceptance inspections for the Airport North
Fire Station, the decontamination facility, the new
Integrated Airport Centre, the boat launch facility
and the pit fire hydrants have been completed in the
first half of 2022.

The New Projects Division, in collaboration with the
Buildings Department (BD) and other government
departments, vets new and amended general building
plans, processes FSI drawings and scrutinises fire
engineering reports, including those for tunnels,
bridges and mega projects.

The Railway Development Strategy Division
formulates the fire safety requirements for railway
infrastructure and scrutinises the associated
technical drawings of FSls. The division has actively
advised the bureaux and departments concerned
on fire safety requirements during the planning and
design process of new railway projects.

The Support Division formulates, reviews and
updates departmental policies on building fire
safety improvement. It also provides administrative
support to the command, handles general fire
safety enquiries, and enhances public awareness on
building fire safety.
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New Project Division
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Building plans processed
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Technical drawings handled
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Fire personnel conduct
acceptance inspections for
the fire service installations
and equipment of new public
housing projects.
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The Building Improvement Divisions 1 and 2 are
responsible for upgrading fire safety measures of
commercial premises and various types of buildings
under the Fire Safety (Commercial Premises)
Ordinance and the Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance.
In 2022, the divisions inspected 50 prescribed
commercial premises, 20 specified commercial
buildings and 406 target composite buildings.
Subsequent to the inspections, a total of 761 Fire
Safety Directions, 1,932 Fire Safety Improvement
Directions and 18,699 Fire Safety Directions were
issued respectively to owners or occupiers of the
above-mentioned premises and buildings.

The Building Improvement Division 3 conducts fire
safety inspections and takes law enforcement actions
against fire hazards identified in various buildings
and premises. The division also handles fire safety
complaints from the public and carries out ad-hoc
and proactive fire safety inspections. Moreover, the
division is also responsible for the enforcement of
the Fire Safety (Industrial Buildings) Ordinance which
requires the upgrading of fire safety standards of
industrial buildings constructed on or before March
1, 1987 and those constructed with building plans
first submitted to the Building Authority for approval
on or before March 1, 1987. In 2022, the division
inspected 60 industrial buildings, leading to the
issuance of 3,807 Fire Safety Directions to owners or
occupiers of the industrial buildings.

The Building Improvement Strategy Office is
dedicated to the review of the strategies for
improving fire safety in old composite and domestic
buildings. The Government has proposed to amend
the Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance to empower
the enforcement authorities to carry out fire safety
improvement works for owners of target buildings,
who have failed to comply with the requirements
of the Ordinance, and to recover the relevant fees
from them afterwards. The public consultation
on the proposed amendments was completed in
September 2022.

The Fire Safety Command vets applications for
the Building Safety Loan relating to fire safety
improvement works, with administrative assistance
provided by the Loan Scheme Supporting Team. As at
the end of 2022, a total of 8,870 applications for the
loan had been approved.
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Law enforcement actions conducted by Building Improvement Divisions (as at end of 2022)
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Fire Safety (Commercial Premises) Ordinance (Cap. 502)
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Prescribed commercial premises Cumulative Fire Safety Directions issued
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Specified commercial buildings Cumulative Fire Safety Improvement Directions issued
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Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance (Cap. 572)
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Target composite buildings
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Cumulative Fire Safety Directions issued
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Fire Safety (Industrial Buildings) Ordinance (Cap. 636)
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Industrial buildings Cumulative Fire Safety Directions issued
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- The Under Secretary for Security, Mr

Michael Cheuk (second right), holds
an online briefing on the proposed
amendments to the Fire Safety
(Buildings) Ordinance.
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