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Licensing and Certification

The Licensing and Certification Command formulates and enforces fire safety policies
and regulations. The Command continues to support the Government’s “Be the Smart
Regulator” Programme to improve business friendliness, efficiency and transparency without
compromising fire safety. It has also proactively stepped up law enforcement actions against
fire hazards in premises including restaurants, bars and karaoke establishments to enhance
fire safety.

The Command comprises seven functional divisions — Policy Division, Dangerous Goods
Division, Fire Service Installations (FSI) Division, Fire Service Installations Task Force (FSITF),
Ventilation Division, the Hong Kong and Kowloon West Regional Office and the New
Territories and Kowloon East Regional Office.

The Policy Division reviews legislation and licensing policies; formulates procedural
instructions and guidelines for fire protection matters; and researches and approves FSI,
portable fire-fighting equipment and gas cylinders. It also handles legal and prosecution
matters.

The Dangerous Goods Division performs regulatory controls on dangerous goods on land
(excluding explosives and Liquefied Petroleum Gas). It deals with licensing of dangerous
goods stores, manufacturing and conveyance vehicles and also administers the Timber
Stores Ordinance. In 2010, the Division issued 179 and 230 new dangerous goods store
licences and dangerous goods vehicle licences respectively and renewed 4 101 dangerous
goods store, 70 timber store and 1 642 dangerous goods vehicle licences. During the year,
170 prosecutions were taken under the Dangerous Goods Ordinance and the Timber Stores
Ordinance.

Based on the fire service requirements formulated by the New Projects Division of the Fire
Safety Command, the Fire Service Installations Division carries out acceptance inspections
to ensure that FSI and equipment provided for new buildings and various premises are up to
the prescribed standards and in efficient working order. In this regard, 531 inspections were
conducted in 2010.

The Fire Service Installations Task Force handles complaints about building FSI, and
monitors the submission of Certificates of FSI and Equipment (FS251) and the performance
of registered FSI contractors. In 2010, a total of 104 086 inspections to FSI and random
verifications of FS251 were conducted, with 2 046 Fire Hazard Abatement Notices (FHANS)
issued. Legal actions were taken against 42 owners of defective FSI and seven registered
FSI contractors for contravention of relevant regulations.
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Fire personnel inspect the FSI in a restaurant

2 JEA RMEEGEIER
Fire personnel conduct inspections to the shops
at a shopping arcade
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The Ventilation Division provides support to respective licensing agencies regarding the fire
safety of ventilating systems in establishments such as restaurants, food premises, places of
public entertainment, hotels, guesthouses and clubs as well as technical advice on electrical
installations at dangerous goods stores. A total of 10 917 inspections were carried out in
2010.

The two Regional Offices give advice to relevant Government authorities on fire safety
measures and the issuance of Fire Services Certificates relating to the licensing and
registration of various types of premises including food premises, places of public
entertainment, converted schools, child care centres and drug dependents treatment
centres. A total of 41 678 inspections of those premises were made in 2010.

Officers seconded to the Home Affairs Department continue to assist in the licensing of
hotels, guesthouses, clubs, karaoke establishments and bed space apartments. A total of
3 495 inspections were made to those establishments in 2010. Another three officers were
seconded to the Social Welfare Department to offer fire safety advice on the licensing of
residential care homes for the elderly and homes for the disabled. They carried out a total of
1 038 fire safety inspections of those premises in 2010.
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A fire station open day
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Fire Safety

The Fire Safety Command draws up fire safety policies and formulates fire safety measures
in buildings. It is also responsible for enhancing public awareness of fire safety, upgrading fire
safety in old buildings and vetting loans for fire safety improvement works.

The Command comprises six functional divisions/units — Building Improvement Division
1, Building Improvement Division 2, New Projects Division, Railway Development Strategy
Division, Support Division and Loan Scheme Supporting Team.

The two Building Improvement Divisions are responsible for upgrading fire safety measures
of commercial premises and various types of buildings which fall within the purview of the
Fire Safety (Commercial Premises) Ordinance and the Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance. In
2010, the Divisions inspected 150 prescribed commercial premises, 40 specified commercial
buildings and 1 150 target composite buildings. As a result, a total of 17 830 fire safety
directions were issued to owners or occupiers of these premises/buildings.
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Besides, the Building Improvement Division 1 is also charged with the responsibility for
investigating fire safety complaints (other than licensed premises and dangerous goods).
To further enhance fire safety of old composite buildings, a Special Enforcement Unit under
the auspices of the Division conducts inspections of old composite buildings and takes
enforcement actions against irregularities identified.

The New Projects Division, in co-operation with the Buildings Department and other
Government departments, is responsible for vetting new and amended building plans
including those for mass transit systems, tunnels, bridges and airport. It also formulates fire
protection requirements appropriate to relevant premises and the risks involved. In 2010, the
Division processed 13 824 building plans including FSI drawings.

The Railway Development Strategy Division formulates and scrutinises fire safety requirements
and offers fire protection advice for new railway projects. It also carries out acceptance
inspections of FSI on completion of the new railway schemes. The Division has actively
participated in the planning and design process of the five new railway projects, namely,
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link (Hong Kong Section), West Island Line,
South Island Line (East), Kwun Tong Line Extension and Sha Tin to Central Link.

JHBTA R AT IR & K B 1% 8 5K
A Fire Officer distributes leaflets
on fire safety
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Acting Chief Fire Officer (Fire Safety) Mr Cheung
Yat-cheong thanks the superstar Mr Andy Lau
for writing the lyrics and singing the theme song
of the Fire Services TV drama series
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Director Lo poses a photograph with the actors
of the Fire Services TV drama series at the
Launching Ceremony
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The Support Division is responsible for formulating, reviewing and updating departmental
policies on building fire safety improvements. It also provides administrative support to
the Fire Safety Command Headquarters and handles general enquiries. The Division
endeavours to arouse public awareness of fire protection and enhance community
involvement in promoting fire safety and fire prevention at district levels. It works closely with
local fire stations in organising fire safety activities and produces materials for TV and radio
broadcasts as well as leaflets, posters, pamphlets and exhibits on fire safety.

The Department collaborated with the Radio Television Hong Kong to produce eight
episodes of a TV drama series with a view to bringing home the messages of fire prevention,
proper use of emergency ambulance service and the services of the fire and ambulance
professions. The TV episodes were broadcast in prime time on TVB-Jade every Wednesday
evening commencing December 8, receiving favourable response with an average viewing
rate of 1.2 million per episode.
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Fire Safety Inspections

During the year, the Department conducted a total of 256 124 inspections. The inspections
were conducted to ensure fire safety in relation to fire service installations, fire escapes,
ventilation systems, handling of dangerous goods and licensed premises. A total of
41 678 inspections of licensed premises were carried out with 953 FHANSs issued and 87
prosecutions instituted.

Fire Safety of Old Buildings

The Department has adopted an innovative four-pronged approach, namely, publicity,
enforcement, checking and partnership, to tackle fire hazards in old buildings proactively and
comprehensively. The Special Enforcement Unit (SEU) was set up to abate fire hazards in
these buildings. Before taking comprehensive enforcement actions against all fire hazards in
a target building, the SEU members will conduct fire safety publicity in the building together
with colleagues of the local fire station, Fire Safety Ambassadors and Honorary Presidents as
well as members of District Fire Safety Committee. After all fire hazards have been cleared,
the building will be handed over to the local fire station for periodic checks. To maintain the
good condition, owners, occupants or management staff of the building will be invited to
serve as Building Fire Safety Envoys who will closely monitor fire safety of the building. In
2010, 41 buildings had completed the four-pronged approach.

Industrial Buildings Inspections

Immediately after the No. 4 Alarm Fire at Lai Cheong Factory Building in Cheung Sha Wan
on March 8, which aroused public concern over fire safety of industrial buildings, FSD
conducted fire safety inspections to about 2 000 industrial buildings throughout Hong Kong.
The scope of inspection included fire service installations, fire safety management, fire
hazards, illegal structures, change of uses, etc. The inspection revealed that the satisfactory
rate for fire safety condition of industrial buildings was 69%. When compared with the
overall satisfactory rate of 47% in the survey conducted in 1998, improvement in fire safety
of industrial buildings was noted. Notwithstanding this, the Security Bureau and FSD are
studying the need and measures to improve fire safety of old industrial buildings.
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