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Foreword

Mr. Peyami KALYONCU

Consul-General
of the Republic of Turkiye
in Hong Kong

—-

The recent earthquakes in Tirkiye are the worst natural disasters in our history. The
earthquakes have caused massive destruction, claiming tens of thousands of lives and
leaving many more injured. The magnitude of this disaster has created a humanitarian
crisis like no other and the destruction it has caused is unprecedented. The scale of the
devastation is immense, affecting millions of people in 11 provinces and claiming loss of
lives in Turkiye.

No doubt, the immediate mission after the earthquakes is to save as many lives
as possible. We are extremely grateful to the HKSAR Government, who without any
hesitation, prepared a very strong search and rescue team of 59 officers and 2 search
and rescue dogs. This team, as part of the greater Chinese search and rescue team,
joined the extraordinary efforts to save lives along with tens of thousands of search and
rescue officers from Turkiye and from more than 80 other countries.

During the rescue mission, the HKSAR elite team showed no fear when faced with
difficult conditions and successfully saved 4 human lives. They were willing to put their
lives at risk in order to save people that they don't even know. We can't thank them all
enough for this heroic work and dedication, which also demonstrated strong solidarity of
all mankind.

We are immensely grateful to the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region of the People’s Republic of China for its support during this difficult time. We also
thank Hong Kong people for their messages of sympathies and all the donations they
have been sending to help alleviate the impact of these earthquakes on the people.

We will never forget any of these helps.
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