


For enquiries or compla ints 
on fire hazards 

please call 

27238787 
or contact any fi re stat ion 
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FIRE PREVENTION 
I THE HOME 
~ S1AFETV CiUIDEtlNE ___, 



Preface 

Hong Kong is a ver}' densely 
popu1atcd dty with buUdings closely 
packed together, When a llrc starts, 
H i;,:an spread easily and quickly. 
lhu.s cau ·i.ng grl!i.d disasters. 
l ' huugh , e ha\'e a v.·eH-traine<l fire 
brigade ·which is equipped wilh 
modern fire appUanc,c and cqui p1ncnt 
to help minimizing the lo s o·f Uve 
and propert . every year there are UU 
nurn~rous fire accidents caused 
h}' people in lheir homes through 
care]ess n es, or ignorance of has ic fire 
.safety prccauticms, These fires often 
ruin home and luing ahout tragic ]()SS 

of family rncn1hcrs anti prupcrl •. 

In order to 'afeguard our ]ives and 
propert_ ~ we must be alerl to aU 
possibilities of fire hazards and take 
preventive mca'iurcs lo make 
our home afe. 

Fire Precaution 
in the Home 
The fol lowing paragraphs d~cribe in detail the 
sleps that you can take to protect your home 
from fire in areas iocluding Iiving room, kitchen, 
bedroom, bathroom, corridor, staircase, roof, ere.; 
and all !rems whtch may caus~ fire ha;zards. 
You can protect your home and property from fire 
Uyou c.omply with these preventive measures:. 
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Living Rooms 
You must pay special attention to 1he flttlng5 
and furniture such as. curtains' uphols ered 
furn iture and eleccric.il a,ppliances placed 
1n the l1~lng room. 

Foam rubber or fabric-mounted 
furniture 
Ashtray should be used while o;;moking an a sofa 
or a chau. Ou n01 leave clgdrette ends on he 
sofa or th~ cha-r You should pay sp~cfol jjltt~tion 
to foam rubber or fabric-mounted s.ofa5 or chairs 
bec.ause they can be easlly ignited by a lighced 
cigarette end, thus causing a fire and giving out 
toxic gases and smoke. 

Matches and Lighters 
Keep matches and cigarette lighters out of the 
reach of children. 

Ashtrays 
A5htrays must be big enough, properly shaped 
to prevent cigarettes from rolling off to the 
ground or other combu.st]ble materials to caU5e 
a firn. Lighrnd smoking materials must a1ways. be 
proper,y extinguLshed before d1spo.saL 

TV and adio Sets 
Allow sufficient space behind your TV 1:1nd radio 
set and da not bJock the venUlatlon openirlgs 
to prevent internal heat bui1d up. It makl!s good 
se11s.e ta t□ taUy disconnect the. TV .set from rhe 
1:-lectrical outlet when not in us.e 

Air~cond it ioners 
Before instalrfng an air-conditioner, e>camine its 
eledr1cal ra Ing to ensme it wm not ov1:rload 
an existing circuit. A clogged filter wlll result in 
an overloaded motor. Make sure therefore 
that your air-conditioner 1s regularly maintained 
and cleaned 
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Electrical appliances and electric 
circuits 
Choose certified electrical appliances. Pay attention 
lo electriccircuit~and circuit protection.Avoid 
overloading elec:rical circuits and plugging 
more th;m onP ;:uinptPar intn thP ~nmP ~oekPI. 

Also, never connect too many plugs to the same 
~ocket Don't ust sockets with cracks, signs of 
overhealing {e.g.di$colouration, being burnt black 
o, distortion) or loosening. 

If a fuse blows ora circuit breaker trips. there may 
be too many appliances operating on that one 
citcuit. If no app iances are operating and a fuse 
blows or acircuit breaker trips, there isfikely to be 
a fault in the wifing, which should be investigated 
without delay bya qualified el&trician. 

Electric wiring 
Extension cords and the cords oflarnps and 
appliances should not be abused. Avoid locating 
themwhere ther will be subject to foot traffic 
or the weight of furniture. Do not run them under 
rugs and carpets. Always handle power points. 
switches and plUCJS with dry hands. Make a habit 
of cl1ecking all the Installations regularly, or having 
them checked at least once ayear. 

Lighting faci lities 
inspect fixed electrical lighting installations 
,egularly to ensu,e that they are fault-free and 
in working orde,. Ifabnormal conditions are noted 
in any lighting installation, such as overheating. 
blinking, unsteadyglaring, etc. switch it off 
and call a registered electricalworker 10 inspect iL 
Ughting installations not in use should he switched 

• off; while those in use should be kept away 
from flammablematerials and heat should be 
allowed to dissi~ate. 

Fishbowls 
W.:1tPr r 1mpc: Md fil1 P1~ in1,ide the fishbowls 
should be cleaned regulr1rly to prevent fire caused 
by overheating orshort•circuil. 
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Kitchens 
The kitchen is the place to store fuel, matches 
and cooking oil. The comparatively large number 
ofgas and electrical appliances installed and 
combustible substances stored in the kitchen 
make it more accident-prone than other places 
in the home. Therefore, you must be more alert 
when you are working in the kitchen so as 
to prevent fire and safeguard the lives of your 
family members. 

Around the stove 
Make sure that the stove is kept clear ofodds 
and ends such as waste papers and other 
combustibles. The stove should be regularly 
cleaned lO prevent grease from accumulating. 

Fuel 
Store cooking fuel such as liquefied petroleum 
gas and kerosene (not morethan one container 
at any time} well away fro,n the Slove and sources 
of heat. Never fill a kerosene stove or heater 
when it is alight. Kerosene must be stored in 
metal containers, tightly closed. 

Cooking 
Take care when cooking. Beware of bu ming and 
boiling over. Do not leave your cooking 
unattended, especially for pans or rat or cooking 
oil. Check and dean all your stoves frequently. 

Gas appliances 
Installation should be carried out by qualified 
technicians. Make sure that the area is well 
ventilated. If you suspect agas leak: 

• FYtinlJuish ,.111 naked Oames. 

• Do not use? the telephone or operate any 
electrical switches. 

• Open all windows and doors wide to disperse 
the gas. 

• Do not touch the gas appliances in case you 
accidentally operate the ignition switch. 
Instead, turn off the gas supply at the pressure 
regulator switch. Disconnect the regulator 
from the cylinder if possible. 
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• If the gas Ieak is serious, or rir you are unsure 
for any reason, leav~ the premises at once 
and notify your neighbour~ to evacuate, 
but do not press. any doorb~lls. Le-t1v the 
building1 by the stairs, di a I 999 and notify the 
Flre Servfces Departmem, and call your gas 
supply compi'! ny's eme rgen cy number. 

• Do not re-connect the ga'S cylinder until all 
neces.sary steps. have lbeen taken to prevent 
gas from ~scaping again. 

• Your gas installation, including gas cylinder 
and appliances, shitII not be used agam 
until it has been checked for safel~ by your 
gas supply compcmy. 

Refrigerators 
The pr,ncip<'ll Fire haza,d lies in illlowrng aheavy 
bu ild~up of dust and lint over the motor, 
compressor, fan and coils. Such a condition results 
in overloading and possibfei breakdown, virith fire 
possibfy spreading to foarned ,plastic Insulation 
within rhe unit walls and other plastic compon nt.s. 
Unplug the rnfrig~rator and get rid of the dU5L 

from fhe motor compre.s.sor area at regular 
interva ls. Oldeir refriger~tor5, which exha ust air 
towards the rear should be spac.ed away from the 
wall Lo allow fo, unreslri-cted flow of ilir. 

Ironing 
The oyerheating ol leh-on-and•forgottfn irons 
would often set ~corch~ clothes on fire and thus 
becomes. dangerous. especially If che 1ron1ng board 
is made of wood and cover~d with a doth. 

Aerosol spr,ays 
The aerosol spray is packed in a preiss urised 
contaitner th(lt may ex plode if exposed to 
excessfve heat 

.. 
• Do not use excessiYe airnount of pestidde. 
• Do not spray near naked name or other 0 

lgnfted sources. 
• Do not place aerosol sprays in d ired ~unlight 

or nedr any hec1 t source. 
• Always. keep aerosol sprn~s in acoo~ dry place. 
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Burning joss sticks 
and joss papers 
Joss sticks aind papers should he burnt Inside a 
m tal container, clear of combustibles such as 
waste papers and carton boxes. All ashes m~lit be 
e.x llnguished rharoughly before disposal 

Bedrooms 
The majority of home-fire deaths occur in 
beorooms. Mo~t firi:s happeo at nlghc after the 
~mdy has gone- to bijd. Sometm1es. people are 
trapped and burned to death, but most deaths 
occur from asphyxfation by smoke or gases. 
As furniture, clothing, curtains and bed 
covers. 1ns.ide bedroom5,illrt.=- illl combustib1es; 
fl.-e precautions in bedrooms should not 
be ignored, 

Cigarette ends 
Never smoke in bed. Mattresses cou ld be set on 
nre by d hghted cigarette. Extinguish your 
c,garetle end:s thoroughly before disposing them 
in the ashtray. 

Heate s 
Never place the heater too dose ro beds, s~t eies 
or chairs. Do not dry your clothes on top of 
the hearer Make sure that the heater h,, placed 
properly and would not b~ knocked down easil~. 

Essentia I Oil 
• Mml es.S-ential oils are flamm.able liquids. Do 

riot store large quantitie!i or oils.. Keep them 
11way from direct sunlight dnd out of reach of 
chl ldn~n. 

• When u~fng 1:1 vaporizer, keep the room well-
1.1enHlated. Do not put a burner-type va porizer 
nearflammilble materla,s nor ptace it at 
awindy posit ion. Never leave the vaporizer 
unr1ttended. Extinguish the flame before 
adding oil Oo nol used vaporizer wit crnc s 
an it. 
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• Do nor add too much water to an electric 
vaporizer as it might w@t its outstd and power 
cord when water overflows. 

Check a ro nd before go· g to bed 
• Close the itc:hen, living room and bedroom 

doors,, This, will prevent r.re from :spreading 
rf it breaks out while you are- sl~eping, 

• Make sure that itll gas appliances and kerosene 
staves are svvitched offand cigarettes 
extinguished, 

• Make sure that all electrical appliances. 
!i.uth dS. radios, televisions and portable heaters 
dre elther .switc.hed off or unplugged. 

Roof 
Make sure that the roofexrt doors cao be opened 
ireadrl~ and convenlently1 from inside wrthout 
Lhe use of a ey. 

Keep roof5, clear of all obstructions. They may 
-serve as a temporary reruge area 1n case of fire. 

Protected Lobbies 
'Self-dosing door~ of protected lobbies must be 
kept closed at all Imes. 

Staircases 
Keep the stalrca,!ie free ofobs-iruction. Remember 
that che- staircase is the important mean"i of escape 
In case of fire, 
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Lifts 
Do not use the lift if It Is suspected that there is 
a fire in the building. 

Doors and Gates 
Gates used should be of the sliding type in order 
not to obstruct the common corridor, balcony 
or staircase when opened. 

Decorations 
During decoration period, handle paint, thinner 
or other flammable liquids with care, 
especially when handling ffammable liquids 
with high volatility. 

Don't store flammable goods such as petrol, 
kerosene and thinner, etc. if not necessary. 
Never store flammable goods in excess of the 
relevant exempted quantity In non-designated 
dangerous goods stores. 

After polyurethane polishing, open all windows 
in order to dissipate the flammable gases 
accumulated indoors before turning on the 
power or igniting fire. 
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Fire Service 
In stal lations 
Make sure thar membe0, of your family know 
how to aper.rte the n,e "Service installaUons 
provided in your bui lding, e.g. extinguishers, 
hose reels, etc. 

{cu 'Should use fire service lnstdHations under 
safe conditions and onfy 1fyou are confident 
to do so, The use of fire service installations 
should not delay your e~cape. 

All Are service nslallatians sholJld be lnspf'cted 
by a rngistered contr.Jcto, at leasr once 
ln ev€ry 12 months and must be repaired 
immediately if there is any irregularity, 
Extinguishers ~re comn onl,~ us~d for cackling 
.smd II fire~-

-

WA1'ER 
FIRE EXTINtlUISHER 
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The followings are some common 
types of extinguishers and fire 
blankets and their usage: 

Operating handle Safe.t pin 

Pressure 
reducing
devfOO 

C.-.rbon 
dlo.ddo 

0 Dh;c.harge IIJbo 

l.iq11fd 
Oischarge ~rbon 
horn d)Q~ido 

1. Carbon Dioxide Type 
Extinguishers 

Use : On electrical fires, flammable liquids, 
delicate equipmen~ Important documents, 
or fires in confined spaces, 

Note: Vapours will asphyxiate. Withdraw 10 

open air after use. 

Method of operation : 

a. Bring the fire extinguisher to the fire ground 
and keep a safe distance. 

b. Pull out the sarety pin of the operating 
handle, and point the discharge hom 
at the burning material. 

c. Press the operaling handleand the control 
valve will be opened. The liquid carbon 
dioxide in thedischarge horn will then 
vaporize and expand, and eject via the 
discharge horn towards the base of the fire, 
smothering the burning material. 

d. After the fire Is extinguished, release the 
operating handle to halt the discharge of gas. 
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Operating handle 

Rubber 
hose 

• 

Safety pin 

handk> 

Strilter 

Ca<boo 
dio,dde gas 
Ca.rtrid9e 

Discharge 
IUb<t 

Water 

2. Water Type Extinguishers 

Use : On fires involving woods, textiles 
and pa~. 

Never: On fires involving electrical or 
flammable liquids or metals. 

Method of operation : 

a. Bring the fire extinguisher to the fire ground 
and keep a safe distance. 

b. Pull out the safety pin, and point the nozzle 
at the burning material. 

c. Press the operating handle. For gas cartridge 
type extinguishers, the gas cartridge will be 
pierce1 by the striker, Carbon dioxide will 
then be released, and at the same time, 
the control valve will be opened. For stored· 
pressure type extinguishers. the control valve 
will al!o be opened, and water in the cylinder 
will be forced out through die nozzle. 
The nozzle can be adjusted to direct the water 
jetatthe base of the fire to cool down the 
burnirg material. 

d. After the fire Is extinguished, release the 
operating handle to halt the di:;cha,ge of 9.J:;. 
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3_Dry Powder Type 
Extinguishers (gas-cartridge / 
stored-pressure) 

U.5e: On most flres, flammable liquids, metal fi res 
or efect ricaI fires. 

,M,ethod of operation : 

a. Brh1g the fire extinguisher to the fire grourtd 
and keep a safe distance. 

b. P:ull out the safet~ pin ofthe operating 
handle, and polnt the nozzle ~t rhe 
burnmg materi~ I. 

c.. Press the operating handle. For ga5 cartridge
Sal~pln 

type extinguishers, the ga:s cartridge wil l be 
pierced by the str1ker. Carbon dio>tide will 

Slr1t<er then be released, and at the same time, 
the control valve wlll be opened. For stored
pressme type extinguishers, the control valve 
wi ll aim be opened. In both cases,

C;i.fbr;m 
dlg.1,:ldea dry powder stored in the cylinder wlll 
QIHI tube, 

automatiG11lly be ejett~d through the nozzle. 
Carbon Adjust the nozzle so that the dry powder
dio1dde gH 
C:11rtnd~- ls directed at the base of th fire to 5mo1.her 

the burning materlal. 
RUbbt!r 
h.oasi!! Drv powder d. Arte r the fire 1s extirng,ui~ ed, relea~e Lhe 

operating handle to stop the discharge of 
dry powder. 

Noma 
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Striker 

Rubber 
hose 

Operating 
handle 

L 
Safety pin 

Carry
h;trn;Uo 

Clean 
ageni 

Di-$Chaf90 
lube 

4. Clean Agent Fire 
Extinguishers 

Use: On elect,i:al fi res, flammable liquids, 
delicate equipment, important documents. 

Method of operation : 

a. Bring the firt extinguisher to the Ore ground 
and keep a sife distance. 

b. Pull out the safety pin, and point the nozzle 
at the burnirg material. 

c. Press the op,rating handle and the control 
valve will beopened. The gas will eject 
through the nozt.le towards the base 
or the fire, smothering the burning material. 

d. After the fi re is extinguished, release the 
operating handle to halt the discharge 
of gas. 

• 
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5, Foam Type Extinguishers 
(gas-cartridge I stored-pressure) 

Use: 01' fires involving flammable liqulds. 

Never : On ele<:11.rical fires. 

Metko-d of operation : 

a. Bring the fire extinguisheno thcdire ground 

and keep a s.afe distance. 

b-. Pull out the safety pin af Lhe operaLing 
hdndJe. and point the 11onlC? at th£' 
bun1ing material. 

Control Operating c. Preso; the aperating handle.. For gas CcULridge
tlandloVi111W lYP~ extinguishers, the gas cairtridge wi ll be 

ft2'f:li.-,Safety pin pterced by the stri ker. Cd rbon dioxide 
C,1ury wrl l Lhen be releo'Sed, and at the same t[me,
h.:indlc-

the control valve will be opened. For ~to-red
pressure type extinguishers, the control 

Slrlker valve wi ll also be opened. ln both cases. 

foam solution stored ln ~he cy1inder wrll 
Carbon 

,----ii d io11 ide g .:i.s automatically be eJected through the noule. 
C;rr1ridge Adjust Lhe nozzle f>O chat the foam 1s duected 

against the inner wall or the container untll 
th~ roam flows ,illl over the burning OIi or 

SmiJn 
fO."Qfl Dlseherge flamma ble Uquid and e't'emuc1Uy smolher Ii It 
bm ni::hflIpe t!ube 

d. Aft~r the fire i,s extinguished, relea~e the 
operating handre to halt the discharge 
af foam.Fo3ffl 

NQU.le !ilclulJon 
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6, Fire Blankets 

Use : On fires Involving flammable liquids, such 
as small fires in the kitchen and laboratory. 

Method of operation : Take the blanket out 
from the case and drape It over the flames to seal 
off air, Switch off the source of heat and leave 
the blanket in position until the burning material 
cools down . 

• 
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Emergency Planning 
• Prepare with your family a detailed 

emergency e,s~pe route in case of fire, and 
arrange a meeling place. The most dangerou) 
t ime is at night when the ramily is dSleep. 
Plan altl?m~tive wayS> and routes ofesca pe 
beforehand, and b-e prept1l'ed for quick 
evacuation. You should actively participc1te 
in fire protection talks and fire dr[lls organized 
by the Fire Services Department or the 
management office ofyour building. 

• Make speera I arrange ments, for the sick, 
the agedJ the disabled and the young, 
who cannot esc.1pe by them selv12S>. 

• Carry out fire- drrlIs acnight aod develop the 
most realistic plan. 

• On your way out of the bu i ldmg, close 
whatever doors you pass by .along t he escape 
route. This. may limlr s.moke and fire from 
:spreading and reduce resultant damage. 

• m~I m and call the Fi re Services Department 
a-5 quickl'I as possible in c~s.e offire. 

• Good houseke€ping is avital requisite for 
fire precaution. If, unfortunately, you have to 
deal with a fire, deal with it calmly. 

For a Fire involving 
Fats or Oils 
• Do not use water directlyon burning fats or oi Is. 
• Do not carry a pan of bu rriin g fats. 
• To extinguis.h a fire involving fats. or oils 

in a pan, turn off the gas supply arid cover the 
pan with a lid or a plate. If the clothing, 
cooking fat or other inflammable liquids are 
on fire, firn blankets :should be us.e,d to smother 
the fire. Fire blankets should preferably 
be kept in cylindrical meta, containers fixed 
to the wall. 

• Water should only be us€!d on the surroundings 
if the- fire spreads.. 
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For a Fire on Electrical 
Equipment 
Do 
Switch off the curtl:!'nt at 1he mains ot unplug 
the appliance involved. 

Do Not 
Use water on live electrical equipment. 

Use Only 
Ory powder or carbon dioxide extinguishers 
for fires Involving electrical equipment but al., 
remember to switch off the current. 

What to do if your 
Clothing Catches Fire 
• If your clothing catches fire, liedown 

immediately .. to prevent the flames from 
traveling up to your face - and then roll aaoss 
the floor .... ' Drop and Roll' 

• It will be better ifyou can wrap yourself 
in any textile fabric { I.e. a blank•~ carpet, 
coat, curtain, dressing gown, towel, etc.), 
while rolling on the floor. But do not 
delay lying down an instant to search for ( 
these things. 

• If you are present when someone's clothing 
catches fire, ask him to liedown immediat~ly. 
Then grab arug, mat, carpet, etc. and wrap 
round him. Be careful that your own clothing 
does not catch fire. 
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Statuto y Requirement 
It is a1n offence to f.eave a n1y a rtide or thing that obstructs the 
means of escape or to lock up the means of @scape,. Such an 
offence may result rn direct prosecution without prior warning. 

Any per!;on who is guilty of sucn an offence shall be liable to a 
fine of S 100,000 on first conviction; a fine of $200,000 and 
imprisonment for one year on a su bseq u,ent conviction; and, in 
any caS:@, to a further fine of $20,000 for each day dorlng whfch 
the offe,nce c:,ontlnues. 

( with effect from 1.1 .2004 ) 

Fire Protection Nodce No.17 


