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A fire investigation seminar organised by LC Command
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Licensing and Certification
The Licensing and Certification Command formulates and

enforces fire safety policies and regulations.

In 2006, the Command was tasked to work together with
the Efficiency Unit and the Economic Analysis and Business
Facilitation Unit to take forward the ‘Be the Smart Regulator’
Programme to further improve the licensing processes so as to

improve the service to businesses.

The Command comprises seven functional divisions — Policy
Division, Dangerous Goods Division, Fire Service Installations
(FSI) Division, Fire Services Installations Task Force (FSITF),
Ventilation Division and the two Regional Offices — Hong Kong
and Kowloon West Regional Office, and New Territories and

Kowloon East Regional Office.

The Policy Division formulates procedural instructions and
guidelines on fire protection matters, researches and approves
FSls, portable fire-fighting equipment and gas cylinders. It also

handles legal and prosecution matters.
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An officer inspecting illegal fuelling facilities seized

The Dangerous Goods Division performs regulatory control
of dangerous goods on land (excluding explosives). It deals
with licensing of dangerous goods stores, manufacturing and
conveyance vehicles and also administers the Timber Stores
Ordinance. In 2006, the Division issued 356 new dangerous
goods store/vehicle licences and renewed 5,670 dangerous
goods store/vehicle licences. For timber stores, the Division

issued four new licences and renewed 77 licences.

Based on the fire services requirements formulated by the
New Projects Division of the Fire Safety Command, the FSI
Division carries out acceptance inspections to ensure that
FSls and equipment provided for new buildings and various
premises are up to the prescribed standards and in efficient
working order. In this regard, 983 inspections were conducted
in 2006.
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An officer gives fire safety advice to the operator of a food premises during inspection
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The FSITF handles complaints about building FSIs, and
monitors the submission of Certificates of FSI and Equipment
(FS251) and the performance of registered FSI contractors. In
2006, a total of 54,717 inspections to FSls and random checks
of FS251 were carried out, with 353 Fire Hazard Abatement
Notices (FHANs) issued. Legal action was taken against
10 owners of defective FSIs and three FSI contractors for

contravention of relevant regulations.

The Ventilation Division provides support to respective
licensing agencies regarding the fire safety of ventilation
systems in establishments such as restaurants, food premises,
places of public entertainment, hotels, guesthouses and
clubs as well as technical advice on electrical installations at
dangerous goods stores. A total of 6,051 inspections were

carried out in 2006.

The two Regional Offices give advice to other Government
authorities on fire safety measures relating to the licensing
of various types of premises and issue Fire Services
Certificates to food premises, places of public entertainment,
converted schools, child care centres and drug dependents
treatment centres. A total of 33,613 inspections of those

premises were made in 2006.
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Fire Extinguisher

During the year, a total of 59,662 inspections were carried out
by the two fire protection Commands in response to complaints
against fire hazards, such as obstruction to means of escape
and locking of exits in buildings. As a result, 153 FHANs were

served.

FHANS in relation to other fire hazards issued in 2006 totalled
2,039. Moreover, 313 prosecutions were taken during the year
under the Dangerous Goods Ordinance and Timber Stores

Ordinance.

Officers seconded to the Home Affairs Department continued
to assist in the licensing of hotels, guesthouses, clubs and bed
space apartments. A total of 3,059 inspections were made
to those establishments in 2006. Another three officers were
seconded to the Social Welfare Department to offer fire safety
advice on the licensing of residential care homes for the elderly
and homes for the disabled. They carried out a total of 777 fire

safety inspections of those premises in 2006.
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The Fire Prevention Campaign 2006/07 highlights household fire safety
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The Opening of Hillfire Prevention Publicity Campaign
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devotes much of its efforts to the upgrading of fire safety in
old buildings and enhancing the community’s awareness

on fire safety.

JHEE R EREB/NERMER - SPEEEE The Command comprises six functional divisions/units —
R BEEFREAMRE EFHERZE New Projects Division, Commercial Buildings and Premises
$m | ggomEsERsm | 4 [ERS(RAERI S EET R Division, Building Improvement and Support Division,
SHEAE o Railway Development Strategy Division, Community
Relations Section and Loan Scheme Supporting Team.
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The New Projects Division, in co-operation with the
Buildings Department and other Government departments,
thifh ~ 28 ~ BRSO TIZIER - It is responsible for vetting new and amendment building
b R R EBREEAAS R E K plans including projects on mass transit systems, tunnels,
HIETEERIBSNIETE - —FBEXNF o HFiE bridges and at the airport. It also formulates fire protection
snemmmiy 712,488 (R EEE B 0 B IEERS requirements appropriate to relevant premises and the

risks involved. In 2006, the Division processed 12,488

KEEA -
building plans including FSI drawings.
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The Commercial Buildings and Premises Division enforces
the Fire Safety (Commercial Premises) Ordinance with
the objective of upgrading fire safety measures in prescribed
commercial premises (PCPs) and specified commercial
buildings (SCBs). In 2006, a total of 10,613 inspections to
1,809 PCPs and 1,380 SCBs were conducted. As a result,
823 Fire Safety Directions and 4,766 Fire Safety Improvement
Directions were issued to 5,589 owners or occupiers of these

premises and buildings.

The Building Improvement and Support Division is
responsible for the enforcement of the Fire Safety (Buildings)
Ordinance which was enacted on 3 July 2002. Pending the
implementation of the Ordinance, both enforcement authorities
— Fire Services Department and Buildings Department
— continue to inspect composite buildings built between the
year 1973 and 1987 with a view to enhancing fire safety and
advising owners and occupiers concerned on the improved
standards to be required. In 2006, a total of 906 joint inspections
were made, with 9,546 Fire Safety Advisory Letters issued to
relevant owners and occupiers. The Division also carried out
complaint inspections in respect of building fire safety (other
than licensed premises and dangerous goods). During the
year, 3,569 advisory letters, 942 warning letters and 1,701

FHANs were issued.

The Railway Development Strategy Division formulates and
scrutinises fire safety requirements for new railway
infrastructure projects. In 2006, acceptance tests of FSls were
carried out on the new Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur
Line which is planned to start operation in 2007. The Division
has also been actively participating in the planning and design
process of other new railway schemes by offering fire

protection advices to railway companies and consultants.
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Mobile Publicity Unit promotes fire safety at a fire prevention activity
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Demonstration on fire-fighting at a fire station open day (FSA Rickie Li photo)

TtERAFRMAEEMETmEAMEBZREM  The Community Relations Section is responsible for promoting

o D REINERE N RIBS N =T {E - B fire safety and coordinating with other Government

FG SR BN EE e - % departments and District Fire Safety Committees in stepping

B R B S O T T BT A up fire prevention publicity. The Section produces publicity
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EEEEE - RIS  HBREREMAEE  seminars, fire safety exhibitions, fire drills and training of Fire
2 LRIl EHERTRIRRAMEREA  Safety Ambassadors (FSA), who are volunteers from various

+ 5 REESHB R R AE o sectors of the community.

materials for TV and radio broadcasts as well as leaflets,

posters, pamphlets and exhibits on fire safety. It also works
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The inauguration of the Southern District FSA Honorary Presidents Association

To enlist more people to assist in reporting fire hazards and
disseminating fire prevention messages, the FSA Scheme
has been extended to 335 organisations, including schools,
public transport companies, major property management
companies, Government departments, homes for the elderly
and hotels. A total of 12,815 people were trained as FSAs
in 2006. To add impetus to the scheme, a total of 189 local
community leaders were appointed as Honorary Presidents
for the FSA Honorary Presidents Associations set up in 14
districts up to the end of 2006.
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‘Hot Strike Campaign’ to enhance public awareness of fire safety in the community
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A Comprehensive Building Safety Improvement Loan Scheme,
also known as Building Safety Loan Scheme, was set up in July
2001 with an initial commitment of $700 million. The Command
is responsible for vetting loan applications relating to fire safety
improvement works. A Fire Safety Vetting Committee was
set up to advise on costing and technical issues arising from
loan applications. A Loan Scheme Supporting Team under the
Command provides administrative support for the processing
of loan applications and co-ordinates the efforts of various
divisions and units in both the Buildings Department and Fire
Services Department. A total of 3,573 applications relating to
fire safety improvement works have been approved since its

formation.

Hot Strike Campaign

The Department launched the Hot Strike Campaign in July
2006 to strengthen the publicity and education on fire safety in
the community. Fire safety publicity is carried out at the scene
in the immediate aftermath of a fire with a view to enhancing
the awareness of fire safety in the neighbourhood while their

memory of the fire is fresh.



