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Rescuing in Extreme Weather
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Last year, the devastating damage inflicted by Super Typhoon Mangkhut injured over 400
people, caused road blockages and destroyed more than 60,000 trees. During the storm’s
passage, about 150 members from the High Angle Rescue Team, Mountain Search

and Rescue Team, Urban Search and Rescue Team and Special Suppart Unit of the
Ambulance Command were deployed as additional manpower resources for over
1,200 special service calls.

Deputy Chief Fire Officer (Headquarters) Derek Armstrong Chan said that to ready ourselves for this
year's typhoon season, the department had formulated contingency plans for possible floodings and
storm surges in low-lying areas in Tai O, Lei Yue Mun and Northwest New Territories, as well as enhancing

training in swift water rescue skills for front-line members. Having taken advice of the Review Committee on
Rescue Operation Strategies in Extreme Weather, the department has also introduced a personal flotation
device that gives rescuers more flexibility than ordinary life jackets, as well as reach and rescue poles for saving

victims in the water.
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Rescuors use a reach and rescue pole to quickly
extend lfe-saving equipment to a victim in the water,
To test the Government's preparedness, response and recovery capabilities for typhoons, an inter-departmental tabletop
. : ; . L _ . . 2 AR, BERETMATERE -
exercise was held by the Security Bureau in May. In addition to participating in the exercise, the FSD co-organised with The FSD personnel join the Inter-deparimental
tabletop exercise,
the Hong Kong Observatory two seminars in which nine government bureaux and departments were invited for views
exchange. During the seminars, Mr Chan shared the FSD’s preparatory work and contingency plans for super typhoons, e %é?*gyml “HRNR RFRNGR

i g = ” A personal flotation device that gives front-line
as well as the experience of promoting emergency preparedness messages on social media platforms. More than 900 personnel mora flexibility during rescue oparations.

representatives attended the seminars.
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