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More than 7,000 people in the specified “restricted area” in
Jordan underwent COVID-19 testing and 13 were tested
positive for the virus in January. The Government expressed its
gratitude to the persons subject to compulsory testing for their
support and understanding, as well as the hard work of
participating Government staff, which enabled the smooth
implementation of the declaration, minimising inconvenience
brought to the affected persons.
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Director Joseph Leung cheers for the participating
members before the operation in Jordan.
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Deputy Director Andy Yeung (right) briefs the
Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Matthew
Cheung (left), on the work of the FSD in the
specified “restricted area” in Yau Ma Tei.
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For enquiries or suggestions, pleass contact the




he members of the Fire Services Department

(FSD) have remained undaunted in undertaking the
mission of fighting against COVID-19 to protect our

home in a professional manner since the outbreak.

During the period between January 23 and February
10, the Government made ‘'restriction-testing
declarations" and issued compulsory testing notices
in respect of specified "restricted areas" in Jordan,
Yuen Long, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon City, Yau Ma Tei,
Mong Kok, Sham Shui Po and To Kwa Wan. The FSD
mobilised about 2,000 personnel in total to arrange
for the implementation, including notifying and
arranging for persons staying in the affected units to
undergo the tests, registering their information and
verifying the testing certifications. Some members
with ethnic minority (EM) backgrounds also served
as interpreters to communicate with the EM
residents, facilitating smooth operation.

To support the Universal Community Testing
Programme which was launched in September 2020,
the Fire and Ambulance Services Academy provided
training in procedure for collecting combined nasal
and throat swabs for about 1,300 specimen
collectors, who were off-duty or retired ambulance

personnel. About 300 off-duty members and retirees
also assisted in the management and operation of
the testing centres.

Since March 2020, Rapid Response Teams
composed of off-duty fire personnel have been
deployed to six quarantine centres (QCs) to provide
round-the-clock services, ensuring fire safety at the
centres. On the other hand, the department flexibly
deployed resources, including the Special Support
Unit (SSU) under the Ambulance Command, to
assist in transferring suspected or confirmed
patients/close contacts/immigrants with symptoms
to  hospitals, community  isolation/treatment
facilities, QCs or temporary testing centre for
treatment or corresponding arrangements. To
facilitate the Social Welfare Department’s
evacuations of the close contacts from senior care
homes to the QCs, the FSD has taken the lead in
coordinating manpower and vehicles of different
departments for the operations since last
December.

On the front of virus tracking, the department has
seconded 12 fire personnel from the fire protection
commands to the Contact Tracing Office of the
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Participating fire and ambulance personnel
receive a briefing on the operation.

STRIVING TOGETHER
TO CURB THE SPREAD
OF VIRUS

Department of Health. Five Ambulance Officers
have also been seconded to the home quarantine
taskforce under the Centre for Health Protection to
render assistance for the home confinees, in
collaboration with a team composed of up to 11
Senior Ambulancemen. Since the early stage of the
pandemic, teams formed by off-duty FSD staff
members have helped conducted spot checks on
persons under compulsory quarantine. Hundreds of
serving and retired FSD members have also
participated in various kinds of voluntary work
selflessly, such as putting electronic wristbands on
people under compulsory quarantine, providing
support and information to the confinees at call
centres and distributing anti-epidemic materials to
those in need.
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The FSD members
assist in spot
checks on persons
under compulsory
quarantine.
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