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{k  Director Kwok Jing-keung in his Lunar New Year
message said the Department’s quality services had been
well appreciated by various sectors in the community
over the years. He thanked all staff members for their
dedication and commitment.

Outlining the new plans and measures for the
coming years, Mr Kwok said despite the number of fires
on the decline, our work on the fire prevention was by no
means easier. Some fire protection duties had been
devolved to frontline fire personnel with a view to
utilising resources more effectively. Strengthening
community partnership would be continued to enhance
the promotion of fire safety.

On training, a qualification framework would be
introduced for uniformed personnel to encourage them

snFedkre ==
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Top Stories

to pursue life-long learning so as to build a better future
for themselves. Operational efficiency would be
enhanced with the commission of the West Kowloon
Rescue Training Centre. To meet the ever-growing
training requirements, the construction of the Diving
Training Centre is underway and a study is being carried
out with a view to re-developing or reprovisioning the
existing Fire Services Training School.

Director Kwok also said the Department would
continue to seek additional resources to upgrade fire
appliances, ambulance and equipment and to fill
vacancies to meet new demands.

{k  Director Kwok briefed the media on the
Department’s work in the Year-end Review 2006 on
January 30.

During the year, there were a total of 33 268 fire
calls and 21 383 special service calls. The total number
of No.3 fires or above alarm fires was 14. Fires claimed
14 lives and 380 injuries.

The total number of emergency ambulance calls
amounted to 539 903, accounting for a decrease of 1.8%.

In 2006, 93.96% of building fire calls and 92.7%
of emergency ambulance calls were responded to within
the respective graded response times.

The press conference was followed by a visit to
the newly commissioned West Kowloon Rescue
Training Centre where a high angle rope rescue
operation was demonstrated and the two fire
investigation dogs made their debut.
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